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Under autocratic rule, the foremost wins; under swaraj, on the
contrary, the hindmost wins. Thus, there is between the two as
much difference as there is between an elephant and a horse or,
rather, between east and west. If we remember that we are
carrying on a fight for swaraj, we shall overcome all obstacles.

If Mahadev Desai's companions recognize this difference and
behave accordingly, all will be well, the non-co-operation prisoners
will win pure swaraj in jail and its fragrance will spread all over
India. Though Mahadev Desai feels apprehensive, I am confident
that he and the non-co-operation prisoners who are with him will
come to the right decision1 and, getting up at 4 o'clock, say morn-
ing prayers, sing devotional songs in praise of Allah and Krishna
and thus sanctify the jail.

[From Gujarati]
Navajiwn, 22-1-1922

99.   MT NOTES
"THERE Is ONLY ONE GOVERNMENT"
There is a letter from Sind which contains the news that
prisoners in jails are made to say, "There is only one Govern-
ment", and the words are shouted from a distance when some
official visits the jail and the prisoner is obliged to stand up.
News has been received from another place that prisoners are made
to shout, "Salutation to the Government". Jairamdas of Sind,
who is in the Sabarmati Jail, was ordered to hold his arms down,
palms outwards, and stand up, when any official approached him.
He disobeyed the order and hence the permission granted to him
to read newspapers has been withdrawn. In some other place, a
prisoner is asked to bow down his head, put his hands on the
floor and stay in that uncomfortable position.
It has been asked whether a non-co-operator prisoner should
obey such orders. Doubts have arisen in people's minds because
of the article2 on the model prisoner which appeared in Young
India. The matter is easily decided. It is our principle never to
obey any rule which inflicts humiliation or which is intended to
insult our manhood. Certain things can never be permitted in
1 Mahadev Desai had started group prayers in the manner of the Satya-
graha Ashram at Ahmedabad and some prisoners had objected to the inclusion
of Sanskrit verses.
2 Vids   "A Model Prisoner", 29-12-1921.